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So I implore you. You wouldn’t be here today
if you didn’t have a certain amount of political
and citizen passion and courage and if you didn’t
have clarity of choice about some issues that
are very important to you. So I ask you, take
a little time between now and the election, every
day, and try to find somebody somewhere that
will make a difference and give them the same
clarity that you have.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon cohosts Chuck Marlett, Jim Vasilay,
Julie Johnson, and Kay VanWey; Edward G.
Rendell, general chair, and Andrew Tobias, treas-
urer, Democratic National Committee; Elizabeth
Birch, executive director, Human Rights Cam-
paign; Regina Montoya Coggins, candidate for
Texas’ Fifth Congressional District; Dallas City
Councilman John Loza; and Molly Beth Malcolm,
chair, Texas Democratic Party.

Message on the Observance of Rosh Hashana, 2000
September 27, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating Rosh
Hashana.

The High Holidays, a time of serious prayer
and self-reflection, begin with Rosh Hashana.
Signaling the start of a new year, Rosh Hashana
asks Jews across the globe to reaffirm their rela-
tionship with God and to discover how they
might better fulfill God’s commandments. But
Rosh Hashana is a time for celebration as well,
as Jews commemorate the creation of the world
and welcome the gift of a new year.

The ten days from Rosh Hashana to the Day
of Atonement, Yom Kippur, provide an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge past transgressions and

resolve to learn from them. As the shofar sounds
its stirring notes again this year, I encourage
all Americans to reflect on how we can help
make our world a better place. As we rejoice
in our many blessings, let us remember the ways
that God’s gifts can be used to fulfill our obliga-
tion to help others and to create a brighter
future for ourselves, our families, and our fellow
citizens.

Hillary joins me in sending best wishes for
a memorable celebration, a meaningful period
of reflection, and a new year sweet with the
promise of peace, joy, and prosperity.

BILL CLINTON

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Need for Reauthorization of the
Violence Against Women Act
September 27, 2000

Dear Mr. Leader:
I am writing to urge you to bring the reau-

thorization of the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) to the Senate floor this week. This
bill is a top priority for my Administration.

An estimated 900,000 women suffer violence
at the hands of an intimate partner each year,
demonstrating the urgent need for this legisla-
tion. Since VAWA was enacted, the Depart-
ments of Justice and Health and Human Serv-
ices have awarded approximately $1.6 billion in
Federal grants to support the work of prosecu-

tors, law enforcement officials, the courts, victim
advocates, health care and social service profes-
sionals, and intervention and prevention pro-
grams in order to combat violence against
women. We must reauthorize these critical pro-
grams immediately.

As you know, yesterday, the House over-
whelmingly passed VAWA reauthorization by a
vote of 415–3. In the Senate, VAWA has similar
bipartisan support with over 70 cosponsors. If
Congress does not act this week, however,
VAWA’s authorization will expire on September
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